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PRESIDENT'S

REPORT

Two of the Very Best
For the past 11 years It has been
my privilege to be Northwestern
College'spresidentialrepresentative
to the General Synod of the
Reformed Church in America
(RCA). This is a marvelous opportunity to meet members of the
RCA and to nurture relationships
with Reformed Church leaders.
This meeting also provides an
opportunity to submit both written
and oral reports to our primary
constituency. On a more personal
level it has allowed me the joy and
privilege of getting to know better
my fellow RCA college presidents
- Gordon Van Wylen, Ken Weller,
John Jacobson and BillWiebenga.
In addition, Harold Van Der
Weide, our director of church
relations, is also present to interact
with RCA representatives.
Perhaps a lesser known, but
equally important, interaction is
that afforded our two student
delegates. Northwestern's
students, together with student
representatives from Hope and
Central, are allowed the privilege
of attending all the sessions as
non-voting representatives. With
the aid of the Student Government
Association at NWC, we select a
male and female representative to
attend this assembly of delegates
who make decisions for the
Reformed Church. Because there
are so many worthy student
delegates this is oftentimes a
difficult choice. This year Abbie
Vis, a senior from the Meredith
Drive Reformed Church in Des
Moines, and Trygve Johnson, a
senior from the Oak Harbor
Reformed Church in Washington,
were selected. As always, these
students made me very proud.
Abbie is a delightful and
talented young woman, majoring
in biology with the goal of
becoming a health science
professional. She carries a near2

perfect grade pomt average in a
rigorous academic major while
participating fully in a variety of
programs at Northwestern. She
has been a member of our
nationally-ranked volleyball team,
a member of the A cappella Choir,
and a resident assistant, one of the
most demanding and prestigious
leadership positions on our
campus. One of the highlights of
her Northwestern experience will
undoubtedly
be her 1994
Summer of
Service project
in Ghana.
Along with
two other
NWC
students,
Abbie spent
Dr. James Bultman
her summer
volunteering as a medical assistant
with Dr. John Boateng. Abbie
indicated this was "a life-changing
experience for me and one which I
will never ever forget."
It was very special this year that
Abbie was present when her father,
Tony('69),was electedvicepresident
of General Synod. If precedent
follows, the Rev. Vis will be
elected president next year when
NWC has the privilege of hosting
General Synod. Although I have
not researched this, I suspect it
may have been the first time in the
history of our denomination when
a daughter, as an officialdelegate,
was present to witness her delegate
father elected to this high office.
Trygve Johnson is an equally
outstanding student, majoring in
history with the intention of
becoming a parish minister. He
has already preached many times
on campus and in area churches.
This past spring as a pitcher and
infielder, Trygve was elected to the
Nebraska-Iowa Athletic
Conference first team and named

an NAJA Scholar-Athlete in
baseball. He plays the game the
way I always wished I could!
When I returned home from
General Synod I found a beautiful
note from Trygve which warmed
my heart. He thanked me for the
opportunity he had had and shared
some encouraging thoughts too
self-serving to mention. He ended
with the following paragraph:
"I am praying for you and your
leadership. I am praying you take
(make) time to rest and renew your
spirit this summer and you take as
many opportunities as possible to
dwell with the living Lord in
prayer and meditation. Rest with
Christ and enjoy the peace of His
salvation. It is there in
communion with our Lord that He
gives wisdom, love, patience and
the grace to accomplish the work
which lies before us."
I marvel at the spiritual maturity
of students like Trygve, Abbie and
a host of others who comprise
Northwestern's student body. It is
their development spiritually,
intellectually, socially and
physically which gives me great
hope and confidence for the future
of the church and our society.
Amidst all the sad and
depressing news of those who
squander the opportunity to live
life to the fullest are real-life
examples on our campus of
women and men who remain
faithful to our God and to the firm
foundations established in their
homes. For all of you who
treasure the living and learning
environment at Northwestern and
who make sacrificial choices to
entrust your sons and daughters to
us during such a crucial time in
their lives, I often give thanks. It is
a special joy to associate with
people of this caliber.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Zwemer Restoration Begins
Work began in June on an
approximately $2 million restoration
of Zwemer Hall, the 101-year-old
administration building which is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places. M&D Construction of
Sheldon, which has overseen many
NWC projects, is serving as general

caused by the passage of time.
/lIn many respects, this is a decision

of the heart rather than the head," said
President James Bultman about the
restoration project. "It's a costly
project, relative to new construction,

but Zwemer is a building of
considerable

character and a vital part

of the heritage of Northwestern
College.

Zwemer has memories

for

contractor.

people, and it represents symbolically

With a small but architecturallycompatible addition to the west and
full utilization of Zwemer's basement
and attic, the building's usable space
will be increased from 9,000 to 17,000
square feet. The project will make
Zwemer fully accessible to persons
with disabilities, bring it up to code,
and take care of numerous problems

who we are as an institution.

r,
When complete, the south side of Zwemer
Hall will have a new entrance and a turret
similar to the original one on the north side.

administrative

Reaccreditation Team Visits
Northwestern's lO-year
reaccreditation visit by the North
Central Association of Colleges and
Schools was scheduled for Sept. 1820. The four-member evaluation
team was headed by Dr. Bob Agee,
president of Oklahoma Baptist
University. The accrediting agency
planned to provide NWC with a draft
report by Oct. 16 and the final report
by Oct. 30.
Dr. Dick Van Holland, professor of
business and economics, chaired the
self-study committee that undertook
a comprehensive analysis and
evaluation of Northwestern's

program's, goals and functions. "It's
been a good experience

for me," Van

Holland said. "We had a terrific
committee;

enrollment

increases, dramatic

improvement in financial stability,
strong faculty credentials,
considerable

expertise and continuity

among the college's leadership,
evidence of increased expectations

campus in giving us the information

we needed. We have to meet five
criteria and 24 specific requirements

and I feel confident we have met
everyone."

Among the strengths of
Northwestern cited in the self-study

offices."

The Zwemer project is part of the
Call to Commitment: Expanding the
Vision capital campaign which has
raised nearly $12.1 million in cash and
pledges and over $5 million in
deferred gifts to the endowment.

in

student achievements, greatlyimproved campus facilities, and a

The Classic
Fall 1995

The self-study report cites
such strengths as
integration of faith with
learning, solid faculty
credentials, and greatlyimproved facilities.

they were hard workers.

We had tremendous cooperation
from the offices and people on

"From a practical standpoint,
Zwemer has a lot of usable space. It's
important for certain offices to be in
the same building, so that they can
function in an interrelated way. The
plans drawn up by historical architect
Larry Ericcson will restore Zwemer
Hall to its original grandeur and
provide very functional space for

strong chapel program.
The report mentions as challenges
the tuition-driven nature of the

institution, the larger percentage of the
budget needed for financial aid to
offset decreases from state and federal
governments, high personnel turnover
in several areas, uneven level of

expectations for students in different
academic disciplines, and the need for

committee's report are: a strong
academic progrml1 and integration of

more diversity among students,

faith with learning, significant

faculty and staff.

Editor
Duane Beeson
Writers
Duane Beeson
John Buntsma
Deborah Menning
Ann Vander Kooi '88
Contributing Photographers
Tom Becker
Duane Beeson
John Buntsma
Deborah Menning
Lori Renken '95
Alumni Director
lay Wielenga '82
The Classic is published twice a year for
alumni and friends of Northwestern College.
So named because it served what was then
known as the Northwestern Classical
Academy, The Classic was the school's first
student newspaper, begun in 1891. It has
been an alumni publication since 1930.
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Bultman Center 'Wows' Students, Coaches
Student-athletes returning for the
fall semester are amazed by the
facilities of the new $6.1 million
Bultman Center for Health, Physical
Education and Intercollegiate
Athletics which became fully
operational

this summer.

"It's not only an outstanding
facility, but it is better in many ways
than we thought it would be," says
Athletic Director Todd Barry. He
cites having all the coaching staff
housed in the same building, ample
meeting space for coaches and teams,

and a state-of-the-art weight room as
some of the advantages the Bultman
Center provides.

Attached to the Rowenhorst
Student Center (RSC),which is the hub
of the campus, the Bultman Center is
readily accessible. "Being connected
to the RSC is especially good for the
winter because the spring sports have

a lot of indoor practices in the RSC
and now they have good access to the
new building's

locker rooms,"

explains Barry.

Another outstanding feature of the
building is the athletic training area.
"We now have one of the largest and
most well-equipped training rooms
for schools of our size," says Laura
Rowedder, athletic trainer. "We have
acquired a lot of new equipment and
we now have the ability to treat a
larger number of athletes at the same
time, so they don't

In addition, the building houses two
areas for classroom instruction; a

human performance lab for student
testing and faculty research; an
activity room with a wooden

floor

appropriate for dance or aerobics; and
the health services area.

have to wait so
long."

111e Bultman
Center also includes
a 2,200-seat
gymnasium which
nearly doubles the
space previously
available for Raider
games. Locker
facilities also are
increased by more

than two times, and
the wrestling
program now has a
practice room with

one and a half mats.
Summer basketball

camp participants

enjoyed

the new arena.

No Vacancy
With a record enrollment expected
for a third straight year,
Northwestern officials were busy this
summer finding housing for all the
students. Total enrollment for the fall
semester was predicted to be over
1,200.
The basement of Colenbrander
Hall, which housed the business
department for several years, was
renovated to create rooms for 18 men.

Raider Athletes Garner National
Awards for Academic Performance
Four Raider athletes earned
national academic honors following
the spring sports season.

Kristie De Boer '95, a biology major
from Alton, was named to the GTE/
CoSIDA Academic All-America
second team in softball and also was

chosen as an NAJA Scholar-Athlete.
Kay Pals '95, an Orange City biology-

Lounges in Smith and West halls
were temporarily converted to
housing for a total of 22 women. The
college is also utilizing three nearby

accorded GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-

houses that were purchased

America second team honors in track

within

the last year, and the residence life
staff encouraged returning students
to apply for commuter status.
The new 204-student residence
hall, begun in May and scheduled for
completion by next fall, will help to
allevia te the housing
4

crunch.

health professions

major, also was

I
Kay Pals

Kristie De Boer

Jeff Wright

Trygve Johnson

and was named a Scholar-Athlete.
Others receiving Scholar-Athlete
recognition

were Trygve Johnson in

baseball and Jeff Wright '95 in golf.
Johnson, a senior from Oak Harbor,

Wash., majors in history. Wright,
from Hull, majored in political science.

Grant Funds Distance Learning for Community
by Duane Beeson
Northwestern has been awarded a
$350,000 federal grant on behalf of
several agencies that will provide area
residents access to the Iowa
Communications Network for

"This will, in the long
term, have a strong
impact on education
and health in the
Orange City
community."
distance learning and medical
services. The grant is from the Rural
Utilities Service, a bureau of the U'S,
Department of Agriculture.
The grant will enable NWC, the
MOC-Floyd Valley Community
School District, Unity Christian High
School, the Orange City Hospital and
Clinic, Sioux County, and the city of
Orange City to connect to the Iowa
Communications Network (ICN).
"This is a unique way for the
community to work together," said
Dr. Richard Reitsma, Northwestern's
reference librarian and the grant
author. "This will.lin the long term,
have a strong impact on education
and health in the Orange City
corrununity. 111€ total focus is to make
modern telecommunication
systems
available to all population groups
within the community."
Distance learning and video
conferencing involve a live video and
audio exchange between multiple
sites. The potential is endless,
according to Reitsma. For example,
schools could tap into advanced
courses that they couldn't afford to
offer otherwise, students in science
classes could interact with researchers
at Iowa State University, and students
in Spanish classes could have
conversations with Spanish-speaking
persons in Des Moines. Local farmers
could take specialty courses on crop
production, small business leaders

could learn about new methods of
marketing, and area professionals
could attend workshops, all without
having to travel considerable
distances. The sheriff could testify at a
parole hearing via live video and
avoid the expense and time of
traveling 200 miles to the federal
penitentiary.
The local hospital, through the ICN,
will develop a telemedicine
department that enables interactive
video patient consultations with
specialists at major hospitals
throughout Iowa. Through
telemedicine, patients would be able
to be treated by out-of-town specialists
without leaving Orange City and local
doctors could consult quickly with
specialists. The ICN would also be
used for continuing medical education
and electronic medical record keeping.
The grant provides 60 percent of
the funds for projects totaling more
than $592,000. The local agencies will
each contribute 40 percent of the cost
of their individual projects.
The grant awards NWC $105,373 to
serve as a hub for the ICN, linking
adjacent institutions to the statewide
network. Northwestern will also
build a video classroom and route its
Internet traffic over the ICN. The
Orange City Hospital and Clinic will
receive $116,353 to fund a video
classroom and connect to the Internet,
and Orange City will receive $89,119
to place a video classroom in City Hall
and connect that building and the
library to the Internet.
The grant also provides Internet
access for the courthouse and county
agencies; Unity Christian High School;
and the high school, middle school
and elementary schools in the MOCFloyd Valley school system.
Officials hope to have
Northwestern's equipment installed
by March and on-site training
conducted by [une for individuals
who will serve as peer trainers for
their respective institutions.
Optimally, all equipment would be
operational for the 1996-97 school

year. Rob Robinson, Northwestern's
director of computing services, will
serve as project supervisor.
The grant is funded bythe Distance
Learning and Medical Link Grant
Program of the Rural Utilities Service
(RUS). The local grant is the largest of
29 grants awarded to educational and
health care organizations in 23 states
this year, totaling $75 million. A total
of $79.8 million was requested from
247 applications.

Rob Robinson, left, will supervise an effort to
link NWC and other agencies to the Iowa
Communications Network. Dr. Richard
Reitsma, right, wrote the $350,000 grant
proposal, which was approved by the Rural
Utilities Service.

Carver Scholars
Two NWC students, Kathy E. De
long and Kristin Reimers, have been
selected as 1995-96 Carver Scholars by
the Iowa College Foundation. They
are among 54 juniors and seniors at
Iowa independent colleges and
universities who will receive an
a verage of $7,200 as the result of a
grant from The Roy j. Carver
Charitable Trust Foundation of
Muscatine.
De long is a senior elementary
education major from rural Orange
City. Reimers, a Boyden junior,
majors in elementary education.
The Carver Scholars Program is
designed to help students who
demonstrate the desire to succeed by
overcoming significant social,
economic and psychological obstacles
to work toward a college degree.
5

Fitness Management Concentration Begins
Northwestern

began a new career

concentration in fitness management
this fall. The program combines
courses from the physical education
and business disciplines to prepare
students for work in the fitness
industry.

The concentration, which consists
of 29-33 credit hours, is designed to
provide training for a rapidly growing
field. "Career opportunities range
from working in cardiac rehabilitation
to running a corporate fitness program
or being a personal trainer in a health
club," says Dr. Paul Bartlett, assistant
professor of physical education and
coordinator of the fitness management
career concentration.
A fitness internship is a required

component of the program. Students
who choose to pursue this
concentration typically will major in

physical education or recreation, or
pursue a self-initiated major in
exercise science.

Alumnus Joins Board
The Rev. Dave Schutt 70, senior
pastor at Christ Community Church
in Carmichael, Calif., has been
appointed to the NWC Board of
Trustees. A representative of the
Reformed Church in America's
Classis of Central California, he will
attend his first board meeting Oct. 910.
Schutt assumed his current
pastorate in 1993 after serving Peace
Reformed Church in Eagan, Minn.;

New Hope Community Church,
Aurora, Colo.; and
the Otley, Iowa,
Reformed Church.
Heeamed a
divinity degree
from W es tern
Theological
Seminary and has
done further study
at Fuller Seminary.

Rev. Dave Schutt

Professor's Research Explores Pastors' Roles
The average pastor reports taking
1.7 public stands per year on issues
which are controversial in his/her
congregation, according to a study
of northwest Iowa clergy conducted
by Dr. Michael Yoder, professor of
sociology.
That finding is one of the results
of Yoder's research investigating
pastors' dual roles as priests and
prophets. Yoder and Mike
Van Rees '93, now a student at
Western Theological Seminary,
began the project in the 1992-93
school year by interviewing and
surveying a number of area
clergy.
Yoder differentiates between the
clerical roles by describing priestly
ministry as attending to members'
spiritual needs, visiting those who
are ill or grieving, and performing
such duties as baptisms, weddings
and funerals. He defines prophetic
ministry as confronting, exhorting
and admonishing people. "The
priest needs to comfort the afflicted
but the prophet needs to afflict the
comfortable," he says.
Yoder found that pastors feel
they give slightly more emphasis to

6

HOT POTATOES:
Issues most often addressed
by northwest Iowa pastors:
Personal prayer
Personal Bible reading
Premarital sex
Tithing/giving to church
Morality of abortion
Adultery
Family devotions
Legalized abortion
Racism
Homosexuality
Alcohol..
..
Gambling
Ordination of women
Equal Rights Amendment
Capital punishment

92%
88%
75%
75%
70%

than reported negative reactions. "I
expected a higher frequency of
negative consequences for them or
people simply leaving the
congregation," said Yoder. Instead,
"the typical comment was that some
people expressed disagreement but
we dialogued on the issue and

65%

eventually came to a resolution or

59%
56%
50%
50%
40%

we agreed to disagree or, in some
cases, the pastor received some
words of appreciation for being
willing to speak out on a

33%

controversial issue."

28%
16%
10%

their priestly than their prophetic
role, but most feel strongly called to
both. Many pastors feel they first
have to earn the confidence of their
members by attending to their
spiritual needs, visiting and
supporting them in time of illness
and bereavement. Once they do that,
they feel their prophetic words are
accepted more easily.
Of those who did take
controversial stands, more reported
positive reactions and results

The study revealed that midcareer pastors felt freer to speak out
on controversial matters than did
young pastors or those nearing
retirement. Those established in
their congregation also felt more
freedom to preach on controversial
issues than those just beginning a
pastorate.
Yoder, a member of
Northwestern's
faculty since 1982,
presented these findings in June
at a meeting of the Association of
Christians Teaching Sociology
held at Messiah College in
Pennsy Ivania.

Faculty Active in Scholarship
Dr. Fred Van Dyke, assistant
professor of biology, has been named
as one of 20 Henry Luce Scholars in
the Crossroads Foundation program.
A ministry of Evangelicals for
Christian Action, Crossroads
encourages Christian participation in
public policy. The Henry Luce
Foundation is funding a monograph
that is being written by Van Dyke and
Krista Clements, a graduate student at
the University of Georgia's Institute of
Ecology. Entitled "Christian Activism
in Public Environmental Policy:
Exploring a New Synthesis of Public
Involvement and Professional
Training in the Christian
Community," the work centers on
citizen involvement in influencing
outcomes associated with
Environmental Impact Statements for
major federal actions on public lands,
as well as on mechanisms in Christian
education to produce Christian
environmental policy-makers.
Dr. Robert Zwier, vice president
for academic affairs, has been
appointed as one of 120 Accreditation
Review Council members for the
North Central Association of Colleges
and Schools. In tha t role, he will serve
on readers' panels and review
committees to provide independent
review of evaluation team reports and
associated institutional materials in
the accreditation process. Zwier also
has been chosen by North Central to
be an external evaluator of colleges'
assessment plans. He will be involved
in evaluating whether assessment
plans are linked to the mission
statement of the institutions, whether
they will provide useful information
for enhancing the educational process,
and whether they have Widespread
support from throughout the
institution.
Neal Hines, men's soccer coach,
completed course work for a nahonal
advanced license at the University of
Notre Dame this summer. This is the
highest license offered through the
Nahonal Soccer Coaches Association
of America.

Floyd Johnson, assistant professor
of computer science, gave
presentations at U1eNational
Educational Computing Conference in
Baltimore and U1eSmall College
Computing Symposium in Sioux Falls
this spring and summer. The
presentations dealt with the
integration of the Internet into the
computer science service course at
NWC. After demonstrating their
ability to use various tools to access
the Internet,
students used the
Internet to
complete projects
examining the
availability of
computers in other
cultures.
Barb Turnwal l,
assistant professor
of English, has
Barb Turnwall
been an active
instructor in all stages of the Iowa
Writing Project (IWP). This summer,
she taught IWP workshops for three
weeks in Mount Pleasant and two
weeks in Des Moines. Last school
year, she was a journaling instructor
for a 17-week seminar in Sioux City.

All three workshops were part of U1e
"Writing to Learn, Learning to
Transform" initiative funded by The
Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust. The
effort focuses on working with
teachers in selected school buildings
and districts to improve instructional
use of writing across the curriculum.
Dr. Michael Yoder, professor of
sociology, has contributed a chapter
entitled "Economic Life" for the fourth
edition of Sociol0!5'I A Pragmatic
Approach. The chapter deals with the
broad scope of human economic
activity, beginning with hunting and
gathering societies and continuing
through post-industrial societies. The
introductory sociology text, edited by
Julian Bridges and Charles DeSan to, is
to be published this fall by Hunter
Textbooks.
Resident Directors Doug Otto,
Candyce Janzen, Carrie Rubenking
'91, Darrin Kimpson '94 and Marla
Sonksen '92 presented a workshop at
the Association for Christians in
Student Development conference at
Anderson University in June. Their
program was entitled "Roundtable: A
Day in the Life ...A Discussion for
Resident Directors."

NWC Hosts Dutch-American Studies Conference
NWC will play host to the 10th
biennial conference of the Associa tion
for the Advancement of DutchAmerican Studies Oct. 26-28. Due to a
grant from the Iowa Humanities
Board and the National Endowment
for the Humanities, all sessions are
free and open to the public.
The theme, in conjunction with
Orange City's 125th anniversary, is "A
Century of Midwestern DutchAmerican Manners and Mores - and
More." The keynote speaker will be
Dr. James Schaap, professor of English
at Dordt College and a widelypublished author. The conference will
also feature a Dutch-storyteller and a
panel discussion by local senior
citizens recalling bygone days.

Approximately 15 speakers will
each give 20-30 minute presentations
of popular scholarship. Among the
topics are: a linguistic analysis of
Yankee Dutch, U1eattitudes of U1e
Sioux County Dutch toward World
War I, the troubles of a Michigan
minister with liberal views about
Sunday observance, and gender roles
in Midwestern Yankee Dutch writers.
Among the speakers are three scholars
from the Netherlands; Dr. Brian
Beltman '67, an adjunct professor of
American history at the University of
South Carolina; and Nella Kennedy
'75, Northwestern's
archivist and
lecturer in art history and Dutch.
For more information, contact Dr.
EW. (Bill) Kennedy at 712-737-7082.
7

New Faculty/Staff Bring Diversity
As the new academic year
opened, Northwestern welcomed
many new full-time faculty and
staff members.
Filling a vacancy created by the
retirement of Coach Larry Korver
and the move of Dr. Orv Otten to
head football coach, Dr. Kevin
Cole has taken up duties as an
assistant professor of physical
education and track co-coach.
Cole comes to NWC from the
University of Arizona where he
both taught and worked as an
independent researcher in the
Human Performance Laboratories.
His doctorate in human
bioenergetics is from Ball State
University. He holds master's and
bachelor's degrees in physical
education from Texas Christian
University and Hope College,
respectively.
Keith Fynaardt, assistant
professor of English, is completing
his doctoral work at Northern
Illinois University where he has
taught literature and rhetoric. A
Dordt College graduate, Fynaardt
received his master's degree at
Iowa State University. He
specializes in contemporary
Midwestern farm literature and
has published widely on that topic.
He is replacing Lee Cerling, who is
studying at Fuller Theological
Seminary.
Also an assistant professor of
English, Dr. Michael Medley
replaces Marcia Olson. Medley
spent many years teaching English
as a Second Language and
designing programming at various
sites in Pakistan. From 1990-94,he
served as executive secretary of the
United Presbyterian Education
Board in Pakistan. He holds a
doctorate from Indiana University,
master's degrees from Western
Kentucky University and Indiana
University, and a bachelor's degree
from Geneva College.
8
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Dr. Kevin Cole

Eric Moeller

Dr. Mirhael Medley

Kei th Fynaard t

Dr.jackie Smallbones

Dr. Sara Tolsma

Dr. Adrienne Forgette

Mitchel Millan

Replacing Dr. Carl Saalbach is
Eric Moeller, assistant professor of
sociology / anthropology. Moeller
had been the director of Lutheran
Bible Institute of Panama since
1991. A graduate of Michigan's
Concordia College, he holds a
Master of Divinity degree from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and
a master's degree in Latin
American studies from the
University of Chicago. He is
currently completing doctoral
dissertation work in sociology at
the University of Chicago.
Dr. Jackie Smallbones is an
assistant professor of religion and
Christian education after having
served as academic dean at the
Evangelical Bible Seminary of
Southern Africa. A South African
native, she has previous experience
working with Child Evangelism
Fellowship and teaching and
serving as dean of students at
Rosebank Bible College in
Johannesburg. Smallbones earned
a doctorate in theology from the
University of Durban-Westville, a
master's in Christian education
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity

School, and a bachelor's from
Washington Bible College. She
replaces Dr. Bob Lay, who is now
on the faculty at Taylor University
in Indiana.
Dr. Sara Sybesma Tolsma '84
has taken up a newly-created
position as an assistant professor
in the biology department. She
recently earned her doctorate in
microbiology-immunology at
Northwestern University. She
served as a teaching assistant and
research technician while
completing her terminal degree.
Joining the psychology faculty
on a one-year appointment as an
assistant professor is Dr. Adrienne
Forgette, who recently completed a
doctora te in clinical psychology
from the Graduate School of
Psychology at Fuller Theological
Seminary. Forgette earned a
bachelor's degree in psychology at
California State UniversityFullerton. She fills a position
previously held by Dr. Andy
[ohnson, who is now at Bethel
College in Minnesota.
Fulfilling one-year sabbaticalreplacement duties are Caitlin

Corning in history and Mitchel
Millan in chemistry. They replace
Dr. Doug Anderson, who is
pursuing scholarly interests in the
Berkeley, Calif., area; and Dr. Tim
Lubben, who is working as a
research chemist at the University
of Iowa. Corning, a graduate of
Seattle Pacific University, holds a
master's degree in medieval
studies from the University of
Leeds, England, where she has
been pursuing doctoral studies
and serving as a teaching assistant.
Millan is a doctoral candidate at
Brandeis University. Holding a
bachelor's degree from the
University of the Philippines in his
homeland, Millan has been a
teaching assistant at Brandeis and
Rutgers University.
The new director of student
ministries is Barb Dewald. Dewald
replaces Becky King, who has
moved to California with her
husband, Lee Cerling. Since 1981,
Dewald had worked in a variety of
positions at the University of Sioux
Falls including director of
residence life/ assistant campus
pastor, associate dean of students,
and admissions counselor. She
earned a bachelor's degree and a
master's in counseling, guidance
and personnel services at the
University of South Dakota. She
holds a Master of Divinity degree
from North American Baptist
Seminary.
Serving as the director of
student activities and orientation is
Kimberly Case. Case replaces Kurt
Dykstra '94, who is studying law at
Marquette University. Case
completed undergraduate studies
at Asbury College and holds a
master's degree in Christian
education from Asbury
Theological Seminary. Her past
experience includes serving as a
residence hall director and director
of the wellness program at Taylor
University.
The admissions office has three
new full-time employees this fall.

Class of 1995graduates Giovy
Camet, Carrie (Carlson) Krohn,
and Lori McDonald are new
admissions counselors. They
replace Leah (Sikkema '93)
Dykstra, now working in
Milwaukee; Amy (Schmidt '93)
Dahl, now living in the Denver
area; and Scott Te Stroete '94,
working for Ambank Insurance

Kimberly

Case

Caitlin Corning

Services in Sioux Center.
Camet, a music major at NWC,
was in the Air Force and Air
National Guard for several years
before completing her bachelor's
degree last spring. At NWC she
was a member of the A cappella
Choir and a cheerleader. Krohn
graduated with a degree in
political science. She held several
academic scholarships and was a
three-year letterwinner in cross
country and track. Her studies
centering on social work,
McDonald was a member of the
FOCUS peer counseling core team,
Student Ministries Team, Student
Activities Council and the Social
Work Club.

Barb Dewald

Lori McDonald

Carrie Krohn
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Spiritual

GROWTH
by Deborah Menning
Chaplain Matt Floding is
understandably excited about
spiritual growth among
Northwestern students. Matt's
current passion stems from the
initial results of research he has
been cond ucting since 1991.
Having come across Effective
Christian Education: A National
Study of Protestant Congregations,
Matt wondered how NWC students
might compare with the study's
findings on people's faith. The
Search Institute study, funded by
the Lilly Foundation, involved
over 11,000adults from six denominations. At the core of the study
was a research instrument comprised of 174 questions centering
on eight core dimensions of faith.

Research shows NWC
students developing
a mature faith
Matt explains, "The people
conducting the study posited that
a person of mature faith integrates
eight core dimensions which
include acknowledging God's
saving grace through the humanity
and divinity of Christ; possessing a
personal sense of security and
peace; integrating faith with all
facets of life from work to political
choices; seeking spiritual growth
through study, prayer and
discussion; seeking out a
community of believers for
support and nourishment; holding
life-affirming values that are
commited to racial and gender
equality and a personal sense of
10

responsibility toward others;
Our group came in at 30 percent as
advocating social and global
freshmen. That figure expanded
change for greater justice; and
to include 52 percent of the same
serving humanity through
students as juniors. The fourth
consistent acts of love and justice." faith type, 'undeveloped: also
Given these eight core
shrank markedly."
dimensions, the Search Institute
Matt cites three other areas of
delineated four faith types among
the study that are encouraging.
the people they surveyed:
undeveloped, vertical
(constituting some idea of
maintaining a personal
relationship with God),
horizontal (a worksoriented position), and
integrated (wherein the
person maintains a
personal relationship with
Christ while also living
out his example through
good works and justice).
During freshman
orientation in 1991,Matt
asked that members of the
new class voluntarily
The Search Institute study found that Northwestern
respond to the 174
grow in their desire to benefit from the
questions in the institute's students
wisdom of minorities and women.
evaluative instrument. He
felt it crucial to administer the
questions before the students
First of all, this group of students
might be in any way impacted by
grew in their apprehension of
their Northwestern experience.
faith, coming to realize that
The same format and timing were
salvation is not something we earn.
used to question the incoming
A second factor is that the
class of freshmen in 1992.
students' desires to benefit from
The first group was re-evaluated the wisdom of others, particularly
at the end of the 1994fall semester, two groups that have traditionally
midway through their junior year.
been silenced in the church,
In comparing their responses, Matt minorities and women, grew
found a significant increase in
appreciably. Matt says that this
mature, or integrated, faith.
second area of growth can be
Matt relates, "We saw terrific
generalized to indicate that NWC
growth in our students. First of all, students adopt a perspective of
among the Protestant adults in the
"faith seeking understanding."
national study, 16percent
Fully three-fourths of the
exhibited mature, integrated faith.
Northwestern respondents

Selected Search Institute Findings-NWC
Freshman
Year ('Yo)

Junior
Year ('Yo)

64
47

73
47

those of another race from moving into their
neighborhood.
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally

87
80

95
80

Abortion, when a doctor says the baby is likely
to be born with a serious handicap, is right.
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally

7
50

1
50

EVANGELISM AND OTHER EXPERIENCES
Six or more times in past year
Tried directly to encourage someone to
believe in Jesus Christ
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally

17
8

23
8

Told others about the work of God in your life
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally

32
25

62
25

Once or more a week
Pray or meditate, other than at church or
before meals
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally

82
79

90
79

Read the Bible when you are alone
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally

45
34

68
34

BELIEFS
Definitely Agree
I believe the Holy Spirit is at work in my life.
NWC students
Protestant adults, nationally
SOCIAL VALUES
It is wrong for members of one race to keep

Chaplain Matt Floding, center, uses the
results of his research in designing
Northwestern's chapel and student
ministries programming each year.

thought good Christians should
ask questions about their faith.
The third area that showed
promising growth was that
students felt an urgency about
sharing their faith evangelistically
and telling others about the work
of God in their own lives. Student
Ministries typically offers elective
evangelism workshops during the
school year. Matt says, "In the
chapel program, several times a
year there is a sensitively-delivered
call to faith. Our students are aware
that we connect an importance to
pursuading people to accept Christ."
Matt, who has written about the
research as part of his doctoral
work at Western Theological
Seminary, uses the eight core
dimensions of faith from the study
in designing Northwestern's
spiritual emphasis programs each
year. He believes that owning a
concern about justice and a desire
to evangelize arise, in part, among
NWC students through their
exposure to service projects, noting
that over half of the campus is involved in these ministries each year.

Matt feels the initial data
illustrates that Northwestern is
accomplishing her mission. He
says, "We have a trust from the
RCA that we are in fact going to
build up, not tear down, their sons'
and daughters' faith. I think we
can report to the church that we
are accomplishing this."
Matt's second test group, the
freshmen from 1992,will be reevaluated at the end of their senior
year. He is anxious to see how the
percentages on this group pan out

given the fact that they will have
had four years of input from their
classes, peers, professors, and
NWC programs. He concludes,
"The study affirms some of the
things that we are doing; so we
will continue pressing on,
especially in the area of biblical
teaching for Christian community
and not just private experience. I
would hope that the experiences
our students have at Northwestern
will lead to deeper and wider
growth as they grow older."
11

Northwestern Selected to Model Global Stewardship
by Eileen Ringnalda '96
Instead of feeding back facts
about environmental problems,
Northwestern students will soon
be working to create solutions.
The Coalition for Christian
Colleges and Universities has
selected NWC as one of 12 schools
to model curriculum that
addresses global stewardship. The
coalition is committed to
environmental issues as part of the
Global Stewardship Initiative
(GSI),a program funded by a
$200,000grant from The Pew
Charitable Trusts in association
with the Aspen Institute.
"The church needs to show the
world that people who take.the
Bible seriously take the
environment seriously," said
Karen Longman, vice president of
the Coalition for Christian Colleges
and Universities. "People of faith
must model God's intention for the
planet earth."
Coalition colleges were invited
to submit global stewardship
proposals to be included in the
core group. Schools were selected
based on current commitment to
global stewardship studies and
proposed programs for further

"The church needs to show
that people who take the
Bible seriously take the
environment seriously."
development. Longman said the
program is set up to bring together
a dozen model campuses to be
environmental leaders in the
Christian community.
Northwestern started an
environmental science major one
year ago and has been well
represented at the Au Sable
Institute of Environmental Studies
in northern Michigan.
Northwestern's proposal also cited
the Student Government
Association' s recycling program
12

and recent visits from
environmental scholars such as
Susan Drake and Calvin DeWitt as
indications of its commitment to
global stewardship issues.
Environmental discussions at
Northwestern College will continue
to expand beyond natural science
courses. The initiative is designed
to approach environmental issues
from an interdisciplinary

projects and work with Dr. Eric
Elder, associate professor of
business/economics, and Dr.
Michael Kugler, assistant professor
of history.
"Environmental issues have to
be evaluated from an
interdisciplinary view because
many have non-biological roots of
the problem and can be solved
only by non-biological means,"

A distinctive feature of Northwestern's environmental science program is its emphasis
on field experience and paid internships. Here, Dr. Fred Van Dyke, Shawn
Starkenburg and Daron De Jong conduct a transect sampling of marsh vegetation at
Mill Creek State Park near Paullina.

viewpoint. Units on global
stewardship will soon be taught in
economics, politics, education,
sociology and literature courses.
"What I think will help us most
will be the opportunity for faculty
and students from different
disciplines to get together and
share ideas," Academic Dean
Robert Zwier said. "Each
department tends to be its own
little kingdom and there is not
much interaction."
The interdisciplinary approach
of the Global Stewardship
Initiative will change this trend.
Dr. Fred Van Dyke, assistant
professor of biology, will head up
Northwestern's stewardship

Van Dyke said. "Economics,
historical inquiry into
understanding God's creation,
educational theory, issues of
informing the public, political
science and implementing policy
must all be addressed to reach a
solution. "
Kugler said he is excited to be a
part of a group of scholars
discussing the ways Christians
respond to the environment. "We
can borrow from past experiences
and Scripture, taking into account
our different needs and
circumstances, and come up with a
relationship with the
environment," Kugler said.
"Christians can contribute the idea

of respect for the environment in
this throwaway society with no
reverence. "

Van Dyke said
that the GSI
addresses the
development of
the whole person.
The program
requires students
to see connections
between
disciplines and
Dr. Fred Van Dyke
fits into
Northwestern College's mission to
integrate faith and learning.
The biblical concept of stewardship means taking care of something
that doesn't belong to you,
according to Richard Wright, the
GSI program director and author
of Biologtj Through the Eyes of Faith.
Stewardship defines a system of
ethics that shape a Christian
approach to environmental issues.
"There is a remarkable level of
common ground possible around
the concept of global stewardship
among religious Americans," said
David Devlin-Foltz, the deputy
director of the initiative at the
Aspen Institute. "Underscoring
the areas of agreement encourages
the understanding of
environmental responsibility."
TIle long-term goal of the Global
Stewardship Initiative is to
develop leadership in the United
States to influence international
policy. In order to accomplish this
goal, The Pew Charitable Trusts, in
partnership with the Aspen
Institute, provide grants to bring
together environmental, political
and religious groups.
The Christian community needs
to take an active role in global
issues instead of reacting, Van
Dyke said. "The Christian
community should set the agenda
of what will be talked about."
The coalition is coordinating
three major conferences to share
ideas on global stewardship. The
interdisciplinary team from each of
the 12 colleges attended the first
conference in August to share

ideas and develop specific plans
for the coming year. Two more
conferences are planned for the
winter and fall of 1996.
Northwestern's proposal for
further developing an awareness
of global stewardship begins with
making curriculum changes. Zwier
said that he will be working with
faculty to include units on global
stewardship in existing courses.
In addition to curriculum
changes, Northwestern proposed
sponsoring workshops that would
bring nationally- and
internationally-known speakers to
campus. Northwestern may also
offer an interdisciplinary upperlevel course related to global
stewardship and explore the
possibility of an interdisciplinary
major or minor combining courses
from many departments,
according to Zwier.
Each of the 12 GSI colleges will
receive funds to allow a student to
participate in a two-week course
on tropical ecology in Belizenext

May.
Wright said the concept of
global stewardship is based on
implementing change in
environmental policies. He said
that curriculum development
ought to go beyond recognizing
environmental issues to defining
biblical standards that outline
what needs to happen.
Devlin-F01tz agreed tha t environmental leadership is a necessary
component of the initiative. "Our
hope is that by reaching across
disciplines we may develop the
best possible solutions in order to
think, speak and lead in the future."
Other institutions chosen to
participate in the Global
Stewardship Initiative are Azusa
Pacific University, Bethel College
of Minnesota, Calvin College,
Dordt College, Eastern College,
Houghton College, King's
University College of Canada,
Messiah College, MontreatAnderson College, Taylor
University and Westmont College.

A group of recent NWC alumni in Southern California reminisced at an informal
reunion in May. If you would like to coordinate an alumni gathering in your
area, call Jay Wielenga, alumni director, at 712-737-7106.
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Professor seeks to be servant for writing students
by Annette
Assistant Professor of English
and Communication Studies Carl
Vandermeulen works to establish
community through his teaching
methods in the classroom. "When
people take a class they have a
responsibility to educate and
nurture each other," he says. "We
can't become what we are alone;
we need other people."
Vandermeulen, who has taught
at Northwestern for 14years, holds
a bachelor's degree in education
from Calvin College and a master's
degree in English from the
University of South Dakota. He is
currently completing his
dissertation for a doctorate in
rhetoric composition from the
University of Nebraska at Lincoln.
It was while at Calvin College
that Vandermeulen was bitten by
the English bug. "I decided that an
occupation that paid me to read
books was a good one," he says.
After graduation from Calvin, the
Michigan na tive found himself by
accident at Unity Christian High
School in Orange City.
"The principal from Unity was
at Calvin. I knew I didn't want to
go to Iowa, but [ saw it as an
opportunity for a practice
interview." In 1967,lured by the
fact that he could write his own
curriculum at a new school,
Vandermeulen accepted the
position. At Unity he taught a
diverse range of classes such as
English, journalism, photography,
psychology, woodworking and
creative writing. From his
14

J. Vander

I

Kooi 'SS

experiences at Unity he authored
and published a book called
Photography for Student Publications.
In the summer of 1981,
Vandermeulen was approached by
then Vice President for Academic
Affairs Harold Heie about teaching
a number of journalism classes at
Northwestern. At that time
Vandermeulen was teaching high
school classes part time and
working with his publishing
company, Middleburg Press. The
opportuni ty to teach college
courses seemed right. A full-time
NWC faculty member since 1984,
Vandermeulen has been teaching
more English than journalism
classes lately and particularly likes
the creative writing classes he
teaches.
Vandermeulen strives to teach
in ways that are meaningful to his
students. "I've done a lot of
thinking about teaching and
learning," he says. The last few
years his classes have included
more interaction between students.
He's started working with small
groups of students who act as peer
reviewers for the length of the
course. "A lot of writing is done
for members of the group," he
says.
Vandermeulen has also
incorporated more process writing
into his classroom. His students
turn in papers with notes
critiquing and discussing their
own writing. "This way [ can get a
picture of the student's thinking.
I've gotten some stories that are

people ab
making, I
like the pE

•

•

Carl Vandermeulen has intensely studied his ow
courses for his doctoral disserta tion.

not very good, but I look at the
process journal and see they did it
for a good reason.
"Students are a lot more honest
when they do a process journal. I
get a lot more facts about college
life," he says. "I write more in
response to the students. We're

teaching of writing

r

people to 1
know thei:
implicatio:
Vanden
student hi
disserta tio
defend thi
a study of

communicating much better
because I know what's on their
mind," he says.
He receives a great sense of
belonging from his classes.
"Sometimes when I'm talking to
people about choices they're
making, I ask them where they feel
like the person they most want to
be," he says. "I like
the person I am when
Ii
my teaching is going
well. I like the
experiences I've had. I
like learners. I like
learning. I like people
who are learning."
In addition to
teaching, he supervises
English student
teachers and is adviser
to the Spectrum,
Northwestern's
literary magazine, and
the Beacon, the student
newspaper. He is
impressed by the
activity of producing
student publications.
"Producing a paper
like the Beacon is a
good ed uca tionaI
experience. People
learn about themselves
and it creates
leadership roles. The
roles people play are
an important part of
learning," he says.
"It's much like being
out on the job. There
are responsibilities;
ching of writing
there are ethica I
situations. It forces
people to be responsible and to
know their actions have real
implications.

II

Vandermeulen, currently a
student himself, is completing a
dissertation he anticipates to
defend this fall. His dissertation is
a study of his own teaching of

college writing courses. He poses
the question if a writing course
should be a place where people
enjoy writing or if it should be
more academic to prepare them for
other classes.
He thinks a writing class should
be both. However, he found that
students respond most favorably
to writing assignments from their
own experience rather than from
writing intensive mass media and
research papers. Students also
said writing from their own
experience made them the best
writers academically. He asks
with a chuckle, "Why is that, when
I though t I was teaching stunning
stuff?"

Blast

Vandermeulen takes his
opportunity to impact lives
seriously. His goal is to be a
servant to students. "I pay
attention to calling and the
responsibility in calling. How do
you know what God wants you
to do? What are the signs,
indications of calling?" he asks.
"In an economy of abilities,
having ability has powerful
implications toward what you
should do. I stress the
responsibilities to your own
abilities, capacity and interests.
Students should think about life
not as a moment, but as a
progression. "

from the

Past

Northwestern Archivist Nella Kennedy found this photo in the attic
of Zwemer Hall last spring. She thinks it's of an Academy class
from approximately 1900-1915.If you recognize someone and can
identify the class year, please contact her at 712-737-7240or by mail
at Northwestern College, 1017th SI. SW, Orange City, IA 51041.
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Tomm and Joy Vander Horst, center, with children

Kevin, Trever, Carrie, Heidi, Eric and Emily.

rr:amily 'Practice
by Deborah Menning
Dr. Tomm Vander Horst '74 will
tell you that the M.D. after his
name stands for a variety of things,
the most important of which is
"My Daddy." When Tomm
completed med school his wife,
Joy, gave him a plaque which still
holds a prominent place in his
office. It reads, "M.D. means: My
Daddy, or something just the
same, and that's why he always
writes these letters with his name."
For Tomm and Joy, medicine
was not to become the allconsuming profession it often can
be. With the first two of six
children born into the Vander
18

Doctor places
focus on
family
Horst household while Tomm was
yet in medical school, the couple
felt they had to make their priority
commitment, after God and one
another, their children.
During Tomm's family practice
residency, he was invited by some
Christian physicians to join their
practice in Gladstone, Mich.
Tomm thoroughly enjoyed his nine
years on Michigan's Upper

Peninsula where he helped initiate
a Christian elementary school and
served on its board. An essential
element of their focus on family is
Tomm and Joy's belief that placing
their kids in solid Christian schools
is key. For that reason when oldest
daughter, Heidi, had to enter
public school in ninth grade, the
Lord prompted Tomm to begin
looking for a Christian school
system that could meet the needs
of his growing family.
His search led him to Grand
Rapids and an exceptional
Christian educational system. He
returned to Gladstone and told his
family, "Kids, I know where God

wants you to go to school. Now
we just need to ask Him to find me
a job."
In a short time, Tomm easily
found a job and was quickly
promoted into his current position
as regional medical director for
Ambulatory Butterworth, a
complex of urgent care medical
centers and expanding primary
care, internal medicine and
pediatric centers associated with
the city's largest hospital,
Butterworth.
Every year Tomm re-evaluates
his work to determine if he is
becoming too involved. He says,
"You're always going to be able to
do more, and people will always
be asking you if they can put your
name on a ballot to serve on some
board. Each time you have to go
home and ask, 'Wha t will I be
saying no to if I say yes to this?'
Basically the question is, 'Dr.
Vander Horst, are you willing to
spend less time with your family?"
Standing by his My Daddy
commitments, Tomm shares with
Joy another important "MD."
focused area of their lives:
missions directed. During
Spiritual Emphasis Week at
Northwestern in his sophomore
year, Tomm realized that though
he had given his heart to Christ, he
had been reserving parts of his life
for his own pleasure. After being
convicted in chapel, Tomm offered
his summer plans to the Lord. It
wasn't long before he was headed
to work for the Luke Society in the
Mississippi Delta area. Tomm
says, "Through obedience my life
changed dramatically. I met my
future wife that summer and
changed from a professional focus
that would have led me to become
a chemist into the pursuit of
medicine. In Mississippi, I was
exposed to what a Christian
physician could do to impact
people's lives-not just saving
them through medical intervention
but also helping them to prevent

heartache and sharing the gospel
these issues in a patient's life,"
with them."
Tomm continues, "and willing to
Over the years Tomm has done
address the full spectrum of
short-term medical missions in
patients' needs, it requires
Honduras, Chile, the Philippines,
increased time and energy. He is
and Peru. As the children become
giving not only from his pool of
old enough to go along, he takes
medical knowledge and training,
them. A key element of parenting
but also from his reservoirs of
for the Vander Horsts is ,---"----------------.u,
teaching their children to
focus on seeking God's
will concerning wha t
type of missionary they
will become. Tomm
explains, "This doesn't
mean we expect them all
to go into overseas
missions. We just want
them to actively ask
themselves, 'Where will I
be a missionary? In a
foreign field? In a
domestic location?
Through the job and
profession God has
called me into?' We all
need to heed the Great
Commission and be
missionaries wherever
God places us."
I
Finally, the "MD."
after Tornm's name does
indeed stand for medical
doctor. He has a great
passion for family
practice care giving and
caregivers. He says,
"The thing about family
practice medicine is that
you are really caring for
the full spectrum of
illness. To have a
practice where you also Dr. Tomm Vander Horst '74, shown while in Peru last
involve spiritual needs is March, has served on short-term medical missions
crucial. A large majority projects in four countries.
of family practice
appointments are not for
emotional strength and spiritual
physiological reasons but rather
wisdom. Though this is very
for things that relate to the social,
demanding, it is very rewarding
emotional and spiritual
and such a joy to see people grow
environment at home and work:
well through your interdictions
stress and spiritual battles cause
and advice--especially to see them
symptoms that people relate to
grow in the Lord and profit
disease processes.
"When a doctor is sensitive to all eternally."

"

J
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oving from Northwesterntrained schoolteacher to
being the golf executive dozens of
pros look to for guidance hasn't
been as big a leap as it sounds, at
least not for Bruce Lubach 77.
Lubach, a native of Sioux
Center, taught at Rock Valley from
1977to 1982. He has spent the last
six and a half years based in
Lincoln, Neb., as executive director
of the Nebraska Section of the
PGA (Professional Golfers'
Association of America). The PGA
is the 80-year-old governing body
for the golfing profession.
Lubach gives Bob Vermeer 74,
another Sioux Center native, credit
for influencing the direction of his

"Bruce has good
leadership qualities and
he knows people. He's also
very well organized and
knowledgeable about golf."
career. Lubach had maintained
contact with the former Spencer
Country Club pro and Vermeer
took him under his wing.
In 1982Lubach began working
for Vermeer in Spencer. He later
worked with him in Florida and
Rapid City, S.D.
Looking for a winter job, Lubach
and his wife, Laura (Katt 79),
agreed to be sports directors for a
Caribbean cruise ship. Among the
biggest tasks was organizing golf
outings at all of the ports of call.
Lubach also gave lessons.
On the ship he met a pro from
the Baltimore Country Club who
took a liking to him. The winter of
1985-86he worked at the Arizona
Biltmore in Phoenix and in 1986he
went to Baltimore for a season.
Every six months Lubach's
home was changing between
Phoenix and Baltimore. He went
to Omaha to work for Vermeer
20

PROFILE

AREAL PRO
Bruce Lubach moves "fore-ward" as PGA exec
by John Buntsma
again in 1988. "We had decided
we wanted to be back in the
Midwest. We owe a lot to Bob for
helping us through the years," said
Lubach.
While the travel and varying
jobs had been interesting and
educational, Lubach faced
Christmas of 1988with other
thoughts on his mind. His first
child was due when he heard
about the Nebraska PGA job
opening. "I needed stability and a
regular salary. I felt led to doing
what I'm doing now."
The golf professionals who
interviewed Lubach were
impressed by his experience at
public courses, exclusive private
clubs and resorts, and by the fact
that he was a Class A PGA
member. In January 1989he
started his new job, and he's been
the executive director ever since.
Lubach directs one of 41 PGA
sections. The Nebraska Section
includes all of Nebraska, the
western fifth of Iowa and a bit of
South Dakota.
It isn't a group that just anyone
can join. The 200 members and
apprentices he has in his section
"must go through an extensive
process," he explains.
The top level of members is the
Class A group. When Lubach
became director, there were 70-75
Class A members. Today there are
135. "There are a lot more golf
courses being built in Iowa and
Nebraska," he said.
Since the Nebraska Section is
very tournament-oriented, much
of his time is spent doing behindthe-scenes organization for
tourneys. Among the biggest he

Up ClOSE
BRUCE LubACH
Family: Wife, Laura; children,
Courtney (6) and Tanner (2).
Hobbies: Occasional golf and
softball.
Church: Active in Hope
Reformed Church, Lincoln,
Neb., where he sings in the
choir and was part of an
Easter drama that performed
in Sioux Center.
Advice: "Sometimes as a
Christian we don't venture
out enough. Your direction
should only be limited by the
scope you imagine. Those
first steps in faith are not easy
but God will watch over
you."

helps organize is the Ping
Nebraska Open in Columbus,
Neb., which has raised $90,000
over three years for Nebraska's
community colleges.
Though he isn't an organizer of
the Nike Dakota Dunes Open
across the river from Sioux City, he
does act as a rules official and he
runs the event's qualifying
tournament. He handles other
qualifying tournaments and directs
a three-day pro-am played in Las
Vegas.
The section does a lot with
junior golfers. The more than 650
members are invited to participate
in 44 tournaments on the Pepsi/
All Sport Junior Tour, and the
Maxfli Junior Championship
draws over 250 youths.
He coordinates a fall

merchandise show which allows
golf pros to organize what they'll
have in their pro shops the
following spring. He also keeps
busy planning and attending a
number of meetings.
Lubach relies on his teaching
background in preparing those in
the golfing profession to become
Class A members of the PCA.
His work has included assisting
organizers of the Landsmeer Colf
Club in Orange City, an IS-hole
course that is the new home for
Northwestern golf meets. He
helped in the process of hiring a

just himself, a secretary and a parttime summer office helper. "I
think we have quality programs
because of the commitment of our
golf professionals," he said,
passing credit to others.
Dave Mulder, current
Northwestern golf coach and
Lubach's high school coach in
several sports, says it is Lubach
who should get credit for the
efficiency of the section. "He has
good leadership qualities and he
knows people. He's also very well
organized and knowledgeable
about golf."

home," Lubach said.
"I'd like to think that it is
Northwestern that prepared me for
the job] have now. ] really
appreciate the liberal arts
education] received, but
Northwestern prepared me in a lot
of ways. My faith was
strengthened and enhanced."
As a Red Raider he became an
all-district pitcher and had a twoyear record of 12-4. He also played
basketball and golf. He continues
to hold the school record for best
golf average.
Mulder still counts him among
his special friends. "He helps me
today with the Northwestern golf
team. He has helped me with
equipment and with coaching,"
Mulder said. "He is one of the
good guys."
Lubach brings the same
enthusiasm and work ethic that
was reinforced at Northwestern to
his job with the PCA. "That's the
way] was brought up," he said.
"It brings a sense of pride to do
a good job," he said. "That's what
Cod expects of us." He said his
faith has brought a stability that is
especially important as a golf
professional. "Even when things
aren't easy, I know Cod is
watching over me."

•

Bruce Lubach '77, shown here at the Nike Dakota Dunes Open Qualifier near Sioux
City, serves as executive director of the Nebraska Section of the PGA.

PCA professional for the first-year
course.
"The job has grown a lot since]
started," Lubach said. He puts out
a newsletter and writes magazine
articles. "I wear a-lot of hats. I am
very busy."
The section's office staff includes

Lubach bucked family tradition
by going to Morningside College
his first two years. He transferred
because, "I felt that's the way it
should be.
"I saw what had happened to
Bob (Vermeer) at Northwestern.
When] came] felt like] was going

Through his many roles as a PGA
executive, Bruce Lubach rubs shoulders
with numerous pro golfers. Here he is
pictured with his wife, Laura (second
from left), PCA Tour winner Peter
Jacobsen and LPGA player Vicki Goetze
at a charity exhibition.
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Singing a New Song in Western Europe
by Duane Beeson
"There were so many highlights,"
senior Scott Kosters says of his
summer experience singing in
Western Europe with Northwestern's
contemporary Christian group,
Revelation. "It opened my eyes to a
lot of things, the difference in cultures
and the suffering that many people
have gone through."
With his seven partners, Scott gave
several concerts for Bosnians, Iranians,
Iraqis, Serbs, Macedonians and
Liberians in Austrian refugee can1ps.
They also performed at a youth hostel
in Amsterdam and at churches in Paris.
"Our purpose was to give people a
new hope and plant seeds for the
future," says Scott. He found that the
tour also helped him grow in a
number of ways.
"It revitalized my belief in guardian
angels. We had so many times when
we had a problem and God put

somebody in our lives to help us avoid
a major crisis. I also learned to go at
things with an open mind-you
can
receive a blessing you never would if
you had a closed mind about a certain
topic or place."
Among the trip's highlights was the
time Revelation members carne upon a
Salvation Army band near a
McDonald's Restaurant in Germany.
"They were playing a couple songs we
do, so we started singing along. They
called us up to the front. Only their
leader could speak English, but he
said, 'Isn't it wonderful that your God
in America is the same God we serve
here in Germany.' It was a really
moving experience."
Back on campus, Scott has also used
his performing talents as a member of
Northwestern's A cappella Choir,
Heritage Singers and Drama
Ministries Ensemble. The biology
education major from Sioux Falls, S.D.,

is beginning
his third
year as an
RA. "It's
been a lot of
fun; it's a
chance to get
to know
people at a
different
level."
Although
it took him a
while to

Scott Kosters

adjust to a
college that's smaller than his
hometown high school, Scott says
NWC's size is actually a benefit. "I
appreciate the fact that I can be so
involved at college. God has given me
so many opportunities.
I've grown
spiritually by leaps and bounds, and
it's real hard to beat Northwestern's
academic program."

Refining Journalistic Skills and Focus
by Deborah Menning
Keeping grades up to maintain a
Presidential Scholarship, acting in six
plays, singing with the A cappella
Choir, and working as features editor
for the student newspaper, Eileen
Ringnalda's years at NWC have been
busy and active, preparing her for the
hectic pace of this past summer. By
summer's end, Eileen, a senior
communication studies major from
Stout, Iowa, had completed two
different internships.
In May, Eileen traveled to
Washington, D.C., to participate in the
first-ever Fieldstead Student
Journalism Workshop of the Coalition
for Christian Colleges and
Universities. She was one of only 12
students selected from 90 Coalition
schools across the nation. The
participants spent four weeks under
the tutelage of Christian professionals
who hold prestigious jobs in the
media.
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When
Eileen talks
about her
D.C.
experience,
the word she
most often
uses is an
emphalic
"incredible!"
Investigating
how a
Christian
can work
Eileen Ringnalda
within the
secular media excited Eileen. She
says, "Our speakers, like Cal Thomas,
were incredibly committed to Christ
and passionate about their work."
Eileen and her peers had two key
assignments: writing an article for a
campus publication (see article on p.
12-13) and one for a regional
newspaper. Eileen's excitement knew
no bounds when the Sioux City Journal

printed her article in mid-July.
From long nights in the workshop
newsroom and eight-mile walks
among historic sites, Eileen moved to
Ames, Iowa, to intern at the Iowa State
University Extension Communication
Office. Eileen believes the many hours
of writing she did each day about 4-H
events and agriculture, along with the
insights and confidence she gained at
the Fieldstead Workshop, will be
boons to her this year as editor-inchief of the Beacon.
Eileen says she was drawn to NWC
because a Christian college with a
strong liberal arts program was
important to her. She continues, "My
final decision came down to my
campus visit. Although I was a
visitor, I felt at home. I was looking at
how Northwestern's Christian
emphasis was lived out both in the
classroom and in all other aspects of
college life."

ALUMNI

'45
John Aalberts of Vista, Calif., retired
two years ago after 42 years in the dairy
industry in California.

Though retired from teachi ng, Della
(Muilenburg)
Ashby of Chariton, Iowa,
stays active as a church elder and a
member of several clubs and
organizations.
Viola (Bynes) Blemaster and her
husband, Ble, have lived in Moville, Iowa,
for 30 years. Both are retired teachers.
Hazel (Bleeker) Borsvold, a retired
nurse, lives in Coeur d' Alene, Idaho,
where she and her husband enjoy
camping, fishing and gardening.
She has
four adult children and six grandchildren.
Phyllis (Te Selle) Clemens taught
music for several years in Iowa public
schools. Her husband, Herro, served for
30 years as principal of Sioux Center High
School while Phyllis worked as a special
education teacher at M-OC High from
1977-92. During that time she earned her
master's degree from the University of
South Dakota. In retirement, the Clemens
enjoy travel and keeping up with their five
adult children.
Phyllis (Mulder) De Haan retired in
1988 after working as secretary for TNT
Holland Motor Express, a trucking
company. Living in Holland, Mich., she
enjoys having both of her children and all
six of her grandchildren
living in the same
town.
Roger De Valois retired in 1993 after a
long career in engineering.
His last job
was with Tri-State Generation in Colorado.
He and his wife, Marjorie, live in
Loveland.
Gerald Heitzman served three years in

Deaths
Jeneva ·(Breed '54) Shindo died May 28
in Odawara, Japan. After receiving her
associate's degree from Northwestern
she
taught at Inwood Public School. She
graduated from Central College and served
as a missionary teacher at the Ferris Girls
School in Japan from 1959-62. Returning
to the Ll.S. she taught in Hudson, Calif. in
1971, she married Frank Shindo. The
couple made their home in Oiso, Japan,
where she taught private English classes.
Survivors include her husband and three
brothers, Raymond '53, Charles, and Ivan.
Bob Vande Brake '78 died July 10 in
Orange City following a long illness. After
graduation he worked at Bomgaars stores
in Le Mars and Hawarden.
In 1981 he
began farming near Orange City. He is
survived by his two SO)lS, Dustin and Craig;
his parents, Wilbur and Joan (RoeIfson
'47) Vande Brake; and his sisters, Anita
Vogel '69 and Vicki Huisman '74.

NEWS

the Navy during World War 11. Although
he retired from the presidency of First
Banking Center in Albany, Wis., after 33
years of service to the bank, he is still
acting director.
Dale Hubers has continued to live in
Orange City with many ties to
Northwestern.
He was Academy principal
for seven years before moving to a
teaching job and work as principal with
the Maurice-Orange
City Schools. He
served on the NWC Board of Trustees and
taught college classes part time for severaJ
years. He has been a member of the
Orange City Council, the executive council

of the Iowa Education Association, and
various boards of the National Education
Association.
Evadeane {Balkema} Klinghagen lives
in Orange City where she worked for
nearly 20 years in physical therapy.
Widowed in 1967, Evadeane and her late
husband served on the mission field in
Peru and pastored a Southern Baptist
congregation in Alabama. She has four
adult children.
Annetta (Vande Weerd) Lammers lives
in Alton with her husband, Don.
Although retired, the Lammers operate a
greenhouse.

Remedy for Low Interest Rates:
The Charitable Gift Annuity
Discouraged by low interest rates on your current investments?
Concerned about risk or price volatility on longer-term
obligations that promise higher rates of return?
For friends of Northwestern College, the perfect solution to
this unhappy quandary may be a charitable gift annuity.
A charitable gift annuity can provide you with a guaranteed
lifeincome at a competitive rate of return. Yau have no investment
worries or responsibilities and after your lifetime the remainder
of your gift will become available for the important needs of the
college.
If you itemize, you can take a charitable deduction when you
file your federal income tax return, for part of the amount you
donate to a gift annuity. In addition, a sizable portion of each
annuity payment is tax-free.
The charitable gift annuity can be set up to pay a life income
for either one or two lives. The rate depends upon your age atthe
time of the gift, as is illustrated in the following chart:
One Life
Two Lives
Your Age Rate of Return
Your Ages Rate of Return
60
6.1%""
65/60
5.8%
70
6.9%
70/65
6.1%
75
7.7%
75/70
6.5%
80
8.8%
80/75
7.0%
85
10.0%
85/80
7.9%
90
1l.0%
90/85
9.2%
Don't let low interest rates get you down. Find out how a
charitable gift annuity can give you a lift. Request, in confidence
and at no obligation, a personalized projection of how a specific
gift annuity contract could work for you and for us. Contact
Cornie Wassink, Director of Planned Giving, Northwestern
College, 101Seventh Street SW,Orange City, Iowa 51041 or call
him at (712) 737-7106.
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Wilma Joan (Van Wyk) Leslie and her
husband, Cliff, enjoy traveling out west to
visit their three daughters'
families. The
Leslies are retired and living in Orange City.
Alberta Jean (Roelofs) Miersma of
Bellflower, Calif., runs a business with her
husband selling gift items to Christian
bookstores.
Marcia (Van Peursem) Mouw lives in
Spencer. She worked for many years as a
clerk, receptionist and manager.
She
retired last year from the Otto Bjornstad
Company of Spencer.
Betty (De Haan) Nitz taught at schools
in Iowa and California and earned her
lifetime California teaching credential at
Chapman University.
She and her
husband have retired in Estherville, Iowa.
Wilbur Pennings of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
served in the Army after graduating
from
the Academy then returned to graduate in
1949 from Northwestern
Junior College.
He owns a construction
business along
with three of his sons doing residential
home building and light commercial work.
Lois (De Boer) te Brinkand her husband,
Dick, live in Alton. Lois has 40 piano
students and has served as a church organist
for 53 years. The te Brinks have 20 grandchildren, some of whom attend Northwestern.
Farming in Harris, Iowa, since 1952,
Harriet (Van Der Maten) Vande Hoef and
her husband, Richard, are also active in
politics. Richard has been both a state
representative
and senator, and Harriet
serves as his legislative secretary.

'51

The Rev. Dr. C. Orville Kool is
working to plant a Southern Baptist church
in Sioux COW1ty. He and his wife, Joyce
(Woodward
'46), retired in Orange City in
1992 after pastoring Southern Baptist
churches in Sioux City and Illinois. Most
recently, he served as an associate pastor at
Orange City's Dover AvenueAUianceChurch.

'66

Norman Prins was recently awarded
the prestigious
Edward B. Byhre
Foundation
Leadership Award for his
years of outstanding
leadership in the
mathematics
department
of Olson Junior
High in Bloomington,
Minn., where he has
worked for over 20 years. In addition to
teaching, Norm is on the school's
leadership council and coaches basketball,
football, track, the school's stock market
team, math team and ski club.

'67

Karen (Van Steenwyk)
BoIIuyt
recently received the Professional and
Scientific Award of Excellence from the
College of Agriculture
at Iowa State
University.
The director of college
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Alumni Corner

by Jay Wielenga '82
Director of Alumni Relations

"What a nice
youngman."
"Can we have her
baby-sit again?"
"I hope our kids
are that mature when
they grow up."
til hope our son
brings home a young
woman like that for
us to meet someday."
"He's a great
Jay Wielenga
Christian athlete but
an even better student and person."
Do you ever find yourself saying these
things after encountering
select young
people in your community?
Despite the
publicity to the contrary, we do have the
pleasure of getting to know mature,
talented high school students in our daily
activities.
I'd like to give you an example of a
couple, both alumni, who went one step
further after getting to know such a
person.
Tom '81 and Anita Johnson Behrens '83
of Poulsbo, Wash., knew Lori McDonald's
parents, Bob and Sue McDonald. They all
were members of Christ Memorial Church
in that community. Tom took the time to
pass along Lori's name to the Admissions
Office at Northwestern.
Lori soon began
receiving mailings and contact from NWC.
She made the decision to visit Iowa and
see what Northwestern
had to offer. Tom

made sure her trip was a success by
supplying names of professors she should
meet with and discuss her goals for an
education. Anita even accompanied
Lori to
Orange City on her visit.
Today, Lori McDonald is a 1995
graduate of Northwestern
College with a
degree in social work. She is now an
admissions counselor at NWC and
responsible for Washington,
Minnesota
and the East Coast.
It could be the carry-out person at the
grocery store. It may be the young woman
who helps with vacation Bible school at
your church. It may be a relative, a coworker's child, a student you read about in
your local newspaper
who is recognized
for achievement.
All it takes is a moment
to write down a name and address.
The students at NWC are our most
valuable resources. We as alumni have an
opportunity
to impact the strength of our
alma mater by providing
the Admissions
Office names of promising high school
juniors and seniors.
Please take the time to send in the form
found in this issue of the Classic. Should
you feel comfortable to do so, a simple
follow-up call after those students are sent
the information
might help them
remember Northwestern
amongst all the
college mail they receive.
Thank you for your help in cultivating
these valuable assets for NWC. Keep us in
your prayers and keep in touch.

rela tions for the College of Agricul ture,
she was also one of three recipients of the
university's
Professional and Scientific
Excellence Award.

Des Moines public schools. The Des
Moines School Board passed a resolution
similar to the committee's
recommendation
to drop plans which
would have infused sexual orientation
issues into the curriculum.

'69

Jim VanderVelde
now teaches vocal
music at South O'Brien High School in
Paullina. The economic development
director for the city of Rock Valley for the
past nine years, he formerly taught vocal
music in the Rock Valley school system.
The Rev. Tony Vis, senior pastor of the
Meredith Drive Reformed Church in Des
Moines, is the 1995-96 vice president of the
Reformed Church in America's General
Synod. He was elected to that post at the
'95 General Synod meeting in J W1e in
Mahwah, N.J. Tony was also recently
honored by the Des Moines Area Religious
Council with an Interfaith Service Award.
He was selected for his past leadership of
Good Samaritan Urban Ministries and
work on a committee which has dealt with
the controversy over teaching
homosexuality
as an alternative lifestyle in

'72

Dave Meylink is the new principal at
Rock Valley Community
High School. A
22-year employee of the school system, he
previously taught biology and science and
served as a coach.

'74
Steve Lenters is now on staff at
American State Bank in Sioux Center. He
works in customer product development
and with the American Spirit Club. Steve
owned Bosch's Clothing for 20 years.

'76
Connie (Burgardtl Eekhoff lives in
Kanawha and works as a special education

assistant at Britt Elementary School.
Paul Landman has been appointed
principal of the Boyden-Hull Elementary
School. He previously taught junior high
science and seventh grade math at
Boyden-Hull.

trends in music. His wife, Ruth (Korver
'81), graduated from Mount St. Clare
College in Clinton, Iowa, this past spring
with a degree in elementary education.

mail address is: Pssteele@glas.apc.org.

'78

'80

Joan Olney is a direct care worker at
Faith Hope and Charity in Storm Lake,
Iowa.

a call to the Colts Neck Reformed Church
of Colts Neck, N.J. She began her
responsibilities as co-pastor in late August.
In July, she represented the Reformed
Church in America at a consultation in
Alexandria, Egypt, between Protestants
and the Orthodox Church.
Jerry Heemstra has taken a new job
with Simpson Timber near Olympia,
Wash. He is the controller of their door
division. His wife, Janet (Folkers '84),
continues to stay at home with their two
boys, Jonathan (6) and Michael (4).

Robert Jenkins is in his second year of
studies at North American Baptist
Seminary in Sioux Falls. He previously
was employed at the 185th Iowa Air
National Guard. His wife, Lori Ann
(Duncan '83), is working as a pastoral
assistant secretary at First Presbyterian
Church in Sioux Falls. They have two
children, Elizabeth (9) and Rebekah (6).
The Rev. Dave Landegent recently
received fifth place in the critical review
category of the Evangelical Press
Association's Higher Goals Award. In
addition to pastoring the Second Reformed
Church in Fulton, Ill., Dave is a regular
columnist in The Banner, writing articles on

'83
The Rev. Shari Brink recently accepted

'82
The Rev. Roger Nelson serves as
chaplain at Chicago Christian High School
in Palos Heights, Ill. He wrote two articles
for the June issue of The Church Herald,
"Grunge, Gospel, and Gregorian Chants:
Sharing Grace with Kids" and "Sharing
Vision and Presence with Kids."
Penny Steele is beginning her third
year as a teacher of high school English
and drama at the Anglo-American School
of Moscow. If interested in hearing about
current happenings in Russia, Penny's e-

'85
Bonnie (Van Wyhe) Austin is the new
principal at Sunnyside Elementary School
in Dodge City, Kan. Bonnie received her
master's degree in elementary

Admissions Tip Sheet
Do you know some talented high school students who could benefit from Northwestern's quality Christian
education? One of the best things you can do for your alma mater is to provide the Admissions Office with names
of promising high school juniors and seniors. Please fill out this form or call 1-800-747-4757.
Names of Prospective

Students

Name ~

~

Address
City/State

j,

Year of High School Graduation

Zip

_

_~~~~~_

_

H.S. Name

Interest Areas

_

Phone Number

_

Name

_

Address
City/State
Year of High School Graduation

_
_

Zip

H.S. Name

Interest Areas

_
_

_

Phone Number

_

Information submitted by:
Name
Address
City/State

_
_

Class Year

Phone Number
_

_
_

Zip

_

Mail to: Admissions Office, 101 7th 51. 5W, Orange City, fA 51041
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administration from Fort Hays State
University in 1994.
Mindy (Voorderman) Liechti works at
Futures Unlimited in Sheldon with head
injury survivors.

Births
Kent '78 and Lynne (Roos (81) De
Jongh, son, Andrew John.
Steve and Connie (Burgardt (78)
Eekhoff, daughter, Jessica Lynn, joins Ben
(12) and Linda (9).
Mark '81 and Holly Ketelsen, son, Drew
Alexander, joins Ethan (3) and Lydia (1).
Lance and Kathy (Reekers '82)
Ehmcke, daughter, Elizabeth Kathryn.
Jim and Lauri (Symens '84) Hanson,
son, joseph james, joins Caleb (5) and
Bethany (3).
Mark and Carolyn (Barthel '84)
Huffman, daughter, Lauren Jane.
Bruce and Bonnie (Van Wyhe (85)
Austin, sons, Joshua Michael and Caleb
jeffrey.
Dan '85 and Melinda (Mellema '90)
Kaemingk, son, Jordan David, joins Cady (3).
Mike '85 and Dona Van Berkum.
daughter, Lindsey Anne.
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Ver Mulm '85,
son, John Dale.
Chris and Kathy (Marsh '86) Conger,
daughter, Amy, joins c.j. (6), Luke (3) and
Tim (1).
Mike '86 and Nancy (Walhof '87)
Landhuis, daughter Katie Jean, joins
joshua (5) and Zachariah (1).
Steve and Cheryl (Vander Lee '86)
Taylor, daughter, Valer-ieAnn, joins Joy
(6) and Travis (3).
Todd and Marilyn (Pennings (86)
Wichers, son, Kyle Todd, joins Kayla (4).
Paul '87 and Paula (Dykstra '86)
Folkers, son, Landon Paul, joins Brooke (2).
Jim '87 and Vonda (Velgersdyk '88)
Sterk, son, Jordan Thomas.
Royal Huang '88 and Ruth Cor-g.
daughter, Sarah Xin-Yuan.
Jim '88 and Ericka Rus, daughter, Paige
Lynn.
Mike and Kristina (Kischer '89)
Denning, daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, joins
David (2).
Sean and Kristi (VanderWerff (90)
Howe, daughter, Jessica Joy.
Ken '90 and Karla (De Boer '92) Ven
Huizen, son, Jacob Paul.
Eric '92 and Jean (Gepson (92) Johnson,
son, Jacob Michael.
John '92 and Leanne Olson, son,
Tanner Ronald, joins Taylor Renae (3).
Brian and Tammy (Schelling '93)
Kramer, daughters, Autumn Lynn and
Emily Mae.
Former Assistant Professor of Social
Work Chris Doriani and Assistant
Professor of English Dr. Beth Doriani.
daughter, [oelle Marie, joins Kara (6) and
Drew (3).
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Dr. Daniel Vandenberg completed a
four-year residency in internal medicine
and pediatrics at Loyola University
Medical Center in June. He has entered
practice with the Roseland Christian
Health Center, a small group of primary
care physicians who seek to provide
quality health care to uninsured or underinsured patients on Chicago's South Side.

'86

Jan Tjeerdsma is currently teaching in
the Sioux Central school system. His wife,
Eileen, is teaching at South O'Brien
Schools. They have one daughter, Kate,
and live in Cherokee.
Stuart Sanders is in his second year as a
K-8 physical education and computer
technology teacher in the HubbardRadcliffe Community Schools. Living in

Nevada, he also coaches junior high
football, boys' basketball, and girls' track.

'87
Renee (Ligtenberg) Eggebraaten is a
social worker for Bethany Christian Services
in Rapid City, S.D. Her husband, Kevin, is
an accountantfor-CaseyPetersonand Associates.
Joey Horstman recently received three
awards from the Associated Church Press
for his writing for The Other Side. His
"Channel Two" column received a first prize
Award of Excellence. "American Aesthetic,"
an essay which appeared in his column,
took a second place Award of Merit in
written humor. "Pete's Dig," a short story,
received the Award of Excellence in the fietioncategory. ]oeyisan instructor of English
at Graceland College in Lamoni where he
lives with his wife, Leah (Den Herder (84),
and sons Gabriel (6) and Luke (3).

l
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Introducing the 1996
Northwestern College Calendar
For your copy of this 9x12, four-color calendar, simply increase
your level of giving to the Annual Fund by $35 or more from last
year when you're called for the Fall Phonathon.
Thanks for your continued support of
Northwestern College!

All Funds

All Funds

Annual Fund

$131,402
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participation

I
I $452,078
30%
I participation
I
I

Annual Fund

$161,509
30%
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Alumni Contributions

I
I $454,367
35%
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I
I
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I

1993-94
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Annual Fund :
$167,456
30%
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I
I
I
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I
I

$573,155
40%

participation

1994-95

to the Annual Fund and All Funds

'88
Royal Huang earned a master's

NWC. He works as a post-doctoral fellow
at the University of California at San
Francisco in the department of
pharmaceutical chemistry. His field of
expertise is in developing new

technologies in MRI and MR spectroscopic
imaging for clinical diagnosis.

'89
Ann (Lapinski)

Jongsma

is in her last

year of a Master of Social Work program at
the University of Illinois at Chicago. She
recently completed an internship as a
counselor at a hospital addictions unit.
She is now interning as a child and family
counselor.

'90

Kristyn (VanderWerff)

Howe has

retired after five years of teaching
elementary school in Kansas City, Mo., to
stay home with her new daughter.
Living in Williamsburg, Steve Van
Otterloo is an Iowa state trooper patrolling
the Iowa City and Cedar Rapids areas. He
was previously a police officer in Webster
City.

'91
Linda Robinson now works part time
in the technical services area of
Northwestern's
Ramaker Library.
Carrie Rubenking,
resident director at
Hospers Hall, was consecrated into the lay
order of diaconal minister for the United
Methodist Church in June. Carrie is a
graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary.
Tricia (Abrahamson)
Wiese teaches
high school language arts in Aurelia where
she lives with her husband, Rob '92, and
son, Tyler (3). Rob teaches business and
coaches at Storm Lake High.

'92

It's a Jungle Out There

degree

and Ph.D. at the State University of New
York at Buffalo after graduating from

Cory Brandt now teaches science at
Rock Valley High School, where he also is
head track coach and an assistant in
football. He previously taught and
coached for three years in Burke, S.D.
Jordan Walton works with
developmentally
disabled adults in Seattle,
Wash.
Paul Van Engelenhoven
has a new job
with Continental Western Insurance
Company in Des Moines.
Jim Zeutenhorst is the new city

Life's a jungle these days for a group
of NWC grads involved in establishing a
new Sioux City area business-jungle
Jubilee. Owners Kevin '89 and Chris
(Roman '8S) Dicus, assistant manager
Valerie (Roman '93) Stokes and her
husband, Mike '94, and manager Tracy
Carter '95 are committed to maintaining
family values and honoring Christ in
their new venture.
Jungle Jubilee is an indoor playground
where "adults must be accompanied by a
child." Located in South Sioux City, the
"jungle" is a three-story, soft-sided maze
of slides, balls, steps and nets that combine
into a '90s version of the old jungle gym.
While Kevin teaches and coaches in
the Sioux City school system, Chris is
committed to being "at home" with her
pre-school children, Brittany and Austin.
The difference in the Dicus family is that
the kids are at home
with mom at Jungle
Jubilee. In their inner
office, Chris and Kevin
designed a room to
house a crib and bed for
the kids.
In addition to
assistant managerial
duties, Val serves as
director of promotions
at the complex which
also houses a toddler'S
gym, two parents'
lounges, a miniature

for growing computer giant Gateway 2000
but gets in on "jungle" action as he can.
The jungle theme meshes with the
group's desire to keep environmental
protection in their clientele's minds.
"Jubilee" was adopted as part of the name
because of its biblical meaning of
celebration and freedom. Hoping to have
an impact for God's kingdom, jungle
Jubilee staff has designed parenting
courses, Jesus Jams (for youth groups)
and "Fall Fun Festival," a Halloween
alternative party, to offer to the public.
Everywhere signs remind patrons that
children are society's precious future
hope, and that the family is the primary
unit for teaching values. Parents are
welcome to bounce, burrow, bury, slide,
climb and swing along with their
children. The "jungle" is big enough for
all comers.

golf course, party
rooms, and bumper car
arena. Her husband,
Mike, works full time

Kevin and Chris Dicus and Tracy Carter are having a ball
at their indoor playground, Jungle Jubilee.

administrator in Sanborn, Iowa. He
previously was the general-government
administrative assistant in Sioux Center.

'93
Mark Vander Zwaag is a new agent for
Farm Bureau Insurance in Orange City.
He is licensed to work with property,
casualty and health insurance.

'94
James Li and his wife, Yvonne, are
owners of a new business in the Indian
Hills Shopping Center of Sioux City. The
Lis opened Faith Oriental Arts & Gift
Gallery in June. The store offers a large
selection of Oriental merchandise

including fine art work from China, Japan
and Taiwan. James is also the
administrator at Sioux City's Central
Baptist Church.

Marriages
Jill Slagter '83 and William Albin,
Mesa, Ariz.
Charlotte Sikkema '84 and Bart Pinson,
Dublin, Ohio.
Mindy Voorderman '85 and Dan
Liechti, Sheldon, Iowa.
Abe Scheaffer '93 and Amy Verdoom

'95, Fargo, N.D.

The couples reside in the city listed.
27

The Classic
Northwestern College
Orange City, Iowa 51041
(712)737-7116
(712)737-7000(switchboard)

Non-profit

org.

Ll.S. Postage
PAID
PennitNo.4

Orange City, IA

S1041
Address correction requested

Calendar of Events
October
ACTIVITIES
6
Alumni Recognition Dinner, DeWitt Center,
6:15p.m.
6-7
Movie, "The Lion King," Bogaard Theatre, 7
and 9:30 p.m.
7
5K Raider Road Race and 2-Mile Power Walk,
8:15a.m.
Dedication of the Bultman Center for Health,
Physical Education and Intercollegiate
Athletics, 9:30 a.m.
Morning on the Green, 9:30 a.m.-noon
Church Vocation Reunion Luncheon, DeWitt
Center, 11:30a.m.
Boar and Beast Fry (formerly Brat and Burger
Fry), campus green, 11:30a.m.
Fifth Quarter, Bultman Center, 4:30 p.m.

ALUMNI-What's

New With You?

Letus knowso we can tellyour friendsand classmates.
Send to: Officeof InformationServices,Northwestern
College, 101 7th St. SW,Orange City, IA51041. Or
e-mail it to beeson@nwciowa.edu.Deadline for the
Winter Northwestern News is Oct. 13.

8

Class Reunion Dinners
1985,6:30 p.m., Pizza Ranch
1970,6:30 p.m., DeWitt Center
1975,6:45 p.m., RSC Snack Bar
1990,7:15 p.m., Bultman Center
Homecoming Dance, Mini-Gym, 9 p.m.
Alumni/Student Worship, Christ Chapel, 11
a.m.

12

Scholarship Luncheon, 12 noon, DeWitt
Center
26-28 Biennial Conference of the Advancement of
Dutch-American Studies, "A Century of
Dutch-American Manners and Mores - and
More"
27-28 Movie, "Little Rascals," Bogaard Theatre, 7
and 9:30p.m.
27-29 Parents' Weekend
28
Women's Auxiliary Bazaar, Rowenhorst
Student Center, 9:30 a.rn.-Z p.m.
FINE ARTS
Graphic design and sculpture by Patrick
Lickty of Canton, Ohio, Te Paske Gallery
26
Readers' Theatre Production for Conference of
the Advancement of Dutch-American Studies,
The Playhouse, 8 p.m.
27
Children's Play, "The Pied Piper of Hamelin,"
presented to the general public, Mini-Gym, 7
p.m.
28
Parents' Weekend Concert, Christ Chapel, 7p.m.

November

Name

_

Address
Home Phone

_
Classof

ACTIVITIES
3-4
Movie, "Nell," Bogaard Theatre, 7 and 9:30p.m.
10-11 Movie, Hitchcock Double Feature Weekend,
Bogaard Theatre, 7 and 9:30 p.m.
FINE ARTS
Paintings and mixed media by Dan
Addington of Chicago
3
Chamber Ensembles Concert and Student
Recital by Rebecca Trost, piano, Christ Chapel,
7:30p.m.
10
Symphonic Band Concert, Christ Chapel, 8 p.m.

